Lobbying Before Houston City Council for Freebirds Restaurant

Richard Rothfelder is the Mayor of the City of Southside, a Houston suburb, and an
officer of the Harris County Mayors and Councils Association, an association of clected
officials representing communities in Harris County. Utilizing his legal expertise and
political connections in governmental regulation, Mr. Rothfelder successfully represented

Freebirds World Burrito, a regional restaurant chain, and its landlord, Trammell Crow
Company, in securing a variance from Houston’s alcoholic beverage regulations.
Freebirds had originally been denied a permit to sell alcoholic beverages, because it is
located across the street from a non-denominational church. In securing the variance,
Mr. Rothfelder appeared before the Houston City Council, lobbied individual
councilpersons, negotiated with the legal department, and drafted the appropriate

legislation.

Burrito bistro gets exceptional booze permit from cit
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Freebirds World Burrito has
woun the right to peddle libations
along with Latino fare in Shep-
herd Plaza Shopping Center

Houston City Council vetoed a
blanket attempt to accommo-
date other tenants seeking alco

ho! sales permits in the center

but yranted a2 variance allowing
the Bryan-based burrita vendc
to serve beer and wine during

lunch and dinner hours.
Poctions of Shepherd Plaza, lc
cated at 3745 Greenbriar, lie

within 300 feet of the Saint Ger-
main Foundati ; iritual
ter located
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the once-thriving nighttime hot
spot, which now totes vacant
space.

On July 17, City Council seat a
wide-sweeping ordinance back
to the Legal Department that
would have granted a permanent
exception te any p1 emises within
the Shepherd P E, -

2 L.t Llepart nt had a
th the ordinance

Vhile a similar request last year
granted alcohol sales exemp-
tions for bars located within

downtown hoteis, the depart-
ment found that the shopping
center’s position was not equally
exceptionzl and shouldn’t quali-
fr for unigue consideration.
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Alan Hixson of Freebirds: The process shouldn’t have to be that difficuft,
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Portions of Shepherd Plaza lie within 300 feat of the Saint Germain Foundation.

PERMIT: Restaurant copes with religion
and red tape in bid to sell alcoholic drinks

owner, switched strategy and focused
on. Freebirds, which has songht an alco-
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purchased il under a set of
rules. and those rules changed.

Alan Hassenfin
Trammell Crow Ca

§ ",i"'f' Saint Germa
ftectively throwing all cur :enr
alcohol permil holders within 300 feet
into violation.

Saint Germain officials could not be
reached for comment.
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The 1998 City Council considered
grandfathering existing sites, but
apecllu ally denied granting any future
alcohol permits unle 23tablish-
ments making the applications were
opened under a lease trar
Essentially, on
went under. t
permit went 3 :
Freebirds has been the fi
tion and th
the 1998 stay
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a urdaue leasi seobleri Tor Tranimell
Crow, say Alan Hassenliu, the roonpea
ny s seninr managing director
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purchased it under a set of rules, and
those rules changed,” says H.aawnﬂu.
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The company can't earn more than 40
percent of gross receipts in alcohol
sales. Dancing and live mnsic are also

prohibited. I'he premises also can't have
any signage that is placed upon or visi-
ble fror the exterior of the urant
that references, suggests or advertises

the availability of alcoholic bever:
‘Alan Hixson, vice president of Free-
birds, says he's relieved that Lhe hoom-
ing Houston location will now get to
serve beer and wine, Butl the process
has been draining
"t's kind of crazy," hie says “The pur-
norted church has no sblem with
anyone having a license 2 process we
are going through to have to get some-
thing done shouldn't be that difficult”
Hixson says the permitting rest
tions don t protect the best interests of
businesses in the area, especially a
neighborhood in transition. Other in-
terested restaurant owners who've spo-
ken with Hixson don't want to |
with the headaches of Cifv Hall
“Everyone is iting and following
our lead,” he says. "Other buzinesses
don't teel comfortable, so they are
waiting to see if we's ccessful. T
think the bottom line is that they ve all
got a job to do, and we respect
But it has discourag
We understand that the a certain
elemenl that you don’t want. On the
Hip side, this discourages some good
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